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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 
(original) A compound of Formula I 



X 




I 



wherein 

Ri is lower alkyi, Ca-CscycloalkyI, Cs-CisheterocycloalkyI or C4-Ci8aryl each of which is 
independently optionally substituted by hydroxy, halogen, lower alkoxy, Ca-Cscycloalkyl- 
lower alkoxy, or C4-C18 aryl-lower alkoxy; 

X is halogen, cyano, lower alkyI, halo-substituted lower alkyI, C4-Ci8aryl, C4-Ci8aryl-lower 
alkyI, hydroxy, -OR5, SR5 or-NReR?. each of which is optionally substituted by halogen, 
hydroxy, lower alkoxy. Ca-Cecycloalkyl-Iower alkoxy, or C4-Ci8aryl-lower alkoxy 
wherein 

R5 is hydrogen, lower alkyl. Ca-CscycloalkyI, C3-Ci8heterocycloalkyl or C4-Ci8aryl 
and 

Re and R7 are independently H, lower alkyl, C3-C8cycloalkyl, C3- 

Cisheterocycloalkyl or C4-Ci8aryl; 
Z is -CH2-, -CHRa-, -0-, -S-. or -NCRs)- 
wherein 

Re is H, lower alkyl, Ca-Cscycloalkyl, Cs-CisheterocycloalkyI, C4-Ci8aryl lower 
alkoxycarbonyl or C4-C8aryloxycarbonyl, each of which is independently optionally 
substituted by halogen, hydroxy, lower alkoxy, Ca-Cecycloalkyl-lower alkoxy, or 
C4-C8aryl-lower alkoxy ; 

A is hydrogen, -CR10R11-Q-R12, -C(0)-Q-Ri2 or-C(S)-Q-Ri2 

wherein 

Rio and Rn are independently H, lower alkyl, Ca-CscycloalkyI, C3- 
Cisheterocycloalkyl or C4-Ci8aryl each of which is independently optionally 
substituted by halogen, hydroxy, lower alkoxy, Cs-Cecycloalkyl-lower alkoxy, or 
C4-C18 aryl-lower alkoxy. 



Q is -NRs-, -S- or -0-, where Rs is as defined above, and 
Ri2 is lower alky! Ca-Cscycloalkyi, C4-Ci8aryl, C4-Ci8aryl-lower alkyi, each 
optionally substituted by hydroxy, halogen, lower alkoxy, Ca-CecycloalkyI, C3- 
Cecycloalkoxy, C4-Ci8aryl or C4-Ci8aryl-lower alkoxy; and 

R3 and R4 is Hydrogen or lower alkyI; and 

n is 0 or 1 , 

or a pharmaceutically-acceptable and -cleavable ester thereof or acid addition salts 
thereof. 

2. (original) A compound according to clainn 1 of formula II 



wherein 

Ri' is H, lower alkyI or Ca-Cscycloalkyl. each of which is optionally substituted by 
hydroxy, halogen, lower alkoxy or C4-Ci8aryl -lower alkoxy; 

X' is halogen, cyano, lower alkyI, halo-substituted lower alkyI or lower alkoxy, each of 
which is optionally substituted by halogen, hydroxy or lower alkoxy; 
T is -CH2- or -N(R'8)- wherein R's is H, lower alkyI, C4-Ci8aryl (optionally substituted by 
halogen), lower alkoxycarbonyl or C4-Ci8aryloxycarbonyl; 

A' is H or -C(0)-Q'-Ri2' wherein Q' is -S- or -O- and R12' is lower alkyI, C3-C8 cycloalkyi, 
C4-Ci8aryl, each optionally substituted by hydroxy, halogen, lower alkoxy, C3- 
Cacycloalkyl, or C4-Ci8aryl, 

or a phanmaceutically acceptable and cleavable ester thereof or acid addition salts 
thereof. 

3. (original) A compound according to claim 1 of formula 1* or formula IT 




II 



-3- 




I' 



I" 



R2 



wherein the symbols are as defined above. 

(original) A compound according to claim 1 selected from: 
3(S)-(4-Chloro-phenyl)-2(S)-ethyl-N-hydroxy-4-morpholin-4-yl-4-oxo-butyramide; 
2(R)-Benzyloxymethyl-4-[4-(4-chloro-phenyl)-piperazin-1-yl]-N-hydroxy-3(S)-(4-methoxy- 
phenyl)-4-oxo-butyramide; 

2(R)-Benzyloxymethyl-N-hydroxy-3(S)-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-4-oxo-4-piperidin-1-yl- 
butyramide, 

N-Hydroxy-2(R)-hydroxyrfiethyl-3(SH4-methoxy-phenyl)-4-oxo-4-piperidin-1-yl- 
butyramide; 

{S)-4-[(2S,3S)-2-(4-Chloro-phenyl)-3-hydroxycarbamoyl-pentanoyl]-3-isobutylcarbamoyl- 
piperazine-1-carboxylic acid .tert.-butyl ester; 

(S)-l-[(2S.3S)-2-(4-Chloro-phenyl)-3-hydroxycarbamoyl-pentanoyl]-piperazine-2- 
carboxylic acid isobutyl-amide trifluoro-acetate; 

1-[4-Benzyloxy-3(R)-hydroxycarbamoyl-2(SH4-methoxy-phenyl)-butyryl]-piperidine-2(S)- 
carboxylic acid methylamide; 

1-[4-Hydroxy-3(R)-hydroxycarbamoyl-2(SH4-methoxy-phenyl)-butyryl]-piperidine-2(S)- 
carboxylic acid methylamide; 

1-[3(S)-Hydroxycarbamoyl-2(S)-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-pentanoyl]-piperidine-2(S)- 
carboxylic acid methylamide; 



(S)-1-[(2S,3S)-3-Hydroxycarbamoyl-2-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-pentanoyl]-piperi 
carboxylic acid cyclopropylamide; 

(S)-1-[(2S,3S)-3-Hydroxycarbamoyl-2-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-pentanoyl]-piperidine-2- 
carboxylic acid (2-methoxy-ethyl)-amide; 

(S)-1-[(2S,3S)-3-Hydroxycarbamoyl-2-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-pentanoyl]-piperidine-2^ 
carboxylic acid (4-hydroxy-cyclohexyl)-am[de; 

(S)-1-[(2S.3S>-3-Hydroxycarbamoyl-2-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-pentanoyl]-piperidine-^ 
carboxylic acid benzylamide; 

(S)-1-[(2S,3S)-3-Hydroxycarbamoyl-2-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-pentanoyl]-piperidine-2- 
carboxylic acid (4-fluoro-phenyl)-amide; 

(S)-1-[(2S.3S)-2-(4-Chloro-phenyl)-3-hydroxycarbamoyl-pentanoyl]-piperidine-2- 
carboxylic acid isopropylamide; 

(S)-1-[(2S,3S)-2-(4-Chloro-phenyl)-3-hydroxycarbamoyl-pentanoyl]-piperidine-2- 
carboxylic acid cyclopropylamide; 

(S)-1-[(2S,3S)-2-(4-Chloro-phenyl)-3-hydroxycarbamoyl-pentanoyl]-piperidine-2- 
carboxylic acid (3-isopropoxy-propyl)-amide; 

(S)-1-[(2S,3S)-2-(4-Chloro-phenyl)-3-hydroxycarbamoyl-pentanoyl]-piperidine-2- 
carboxylic acid (4-hydroxy-cyclohexyl)-amide; 

(S)-1-[(2S,3S)-2-(4-Chloro-phenyl)-3-hydroxycarbamoyl-pentanoyl]-piperidine-2- 
carboxylic acid benzylamide; 

(S)-1-[(2S,3S)-2-(4-Chloro-phenyl)-3-hydroxycarbamoyl-pentanoyl]-piperidine-2- 
carboxylic acid phenylamide; 

1-[3(S)-Hydroxycarbamoyl-2(S)-(4-methoxy-phenyl)-pentanoyl]-pyrrolidine-2(S)- 
carboxylic acid phenylamide; 

(S)-1-[(2S,3S)-2-(4-Chloro-phenyl)-3-hydroxycarbamoyl-pentanoyl]-pyrrolidine-2- 
carboxylic acid {(S)-2-hydroxy-propyl)-amide. 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable and cleavable ester thereof of acid addition salts 
thereof. 

5. (currently amended) A method of inhibiting production of soluble TNF , i nhib i ting matrix 
meta ll oprotoinaso activ i ty, or of r e duc i ng i nf l ammat i on in a subject in need of such 
treatment which method comprises administering to said subject an effective amount of 
a compound according to claim 1 . 

6. (cancelled) 

7. (original) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound according to claim 1 in 
association with a pharmaceutically acceptable diluent or carrier. 
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8. (cancelled) 

9. (original) A method of inhibiting neuropathic pain in a subject in need of such 
treatment which method comprises administering to said subject an effective amount of 
a compound according to claim 1. 

10. (cancelled) 

1 1 . (original) A process for the preparation of a compound of formula I 



54 

X 




I 



wherein 

Ri is lower alkyl. Ca-CscycloalkyI, Ca-CisheterocycloalkyI or C4-Ci8aryl each of which is 
independently optionally substituted by hydroxy, halogen, lower alkoxy, Ca-Cecycloalkyl- 
lower alkoxy, or C4-C18 aryl-lower alkoxy; 

X is halogen, cyano, lower alkyl, halo-substituted lower alkyl, C4-Ci8aryl, C4-Ci8aryl-lower 
alkyl, hydroxy, -OR5. SR5 or -NReRz, each of which is optionally substituted by halogen, 
hydroxy, lower alkoxy, Ca-Cecycloalkyl-lower alkoxy, or C4-Ci8aryl-lower alkoxy 
wherein 

R5 is hydrogen, lower alkyl, Cs-CecycloalkyI, Ca-CieheterocycloalkyI or C4-Ci8aryl 
and 

Re and R7 are independently H, lower alkyl, Ca-Cacycloalkyi, C3- 

Ciaheterocycloalkyl or C4-Ci8aryl; 
Z is -CH2-, -CHRq-, -0-, -S-, or -N(R8)- 
wherein 

-6- 



Re is H, lower alkyl. Cs-Cacycloalkyi, Ca-CisheterocycloalkyI, C4-Ci8aryl lower 
alkoxycarbonyl or C4-C8aryloxycarbonyl, each of which is independently optionally 
substituted by halogen, hydroxy, lower alkoxy, Ca-Cecycloalkyl-lower alkoxy, or 
C4-C8aryl-lower alkoxy ; 

A is hydrogen, -CR10R11-Q-R12. -C(0>-Q-Ri2 or -C(S)-Q-Ri2 

wherein 

R10 and R11 are independently H, lower alkyl, Ca-CacycloalkyI, C3- 
Cisheterocycloalkyl or C4-Ci8aryl each of which Is independently optionally 
substituted by halogen, hydroxy, lower alkoxy, Ca-Cecycloalkyl-Iower alkoxy, or 
C4-C18 aryl-lower alkoxy, 

Q is -NRe-, -S- or -0-, where Re is as defined above, and 
R12 is lower alkyl Ca-Cscycloalkyi, C4-Ci8aryl, C4-Ci8aryl-lower alkyl, each 
optionally substituted by hydroxy, halogen, lower alkoxy. Ca-CecycloalkyI, C3- 
Cecycloalkoxy, C4-Ci8aryl or C4-Ci8aryl-lower alkoxy; and 

R3 and R4 is Hydrogen or lower alkyl; and 

n is 0 or 1 , 

or a pharmaceutically-acceptable and -cleavable ester thereof or acid addition salts 
thereof which process comprises converting a corresponding free carboxylic acid 
derivative of formula V 



X 




R1 O A 



wherein the symbols are as for Formula I, to the corresponding hydroxamic acid 
derivative of formula I. 



(new) A method of inhibiting matrix metalloproteinase activity in a subject in need of 
such treatment which method comprises administering to said subject an effective 
amount of a compound according to claim 1 . 



(new) A method of reducing inflammation in a subject in need of such treatment which 
method comprises administering to said subject an effective amount of a compound 
according to claim 1 . 
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14. (new) A method of inducing immunosuppression in a subject in need of such treatment 
which method comprises administering to said subject an effective amount of a 
compound according to claim 1 . 

15. (new) A method of preventing, ameliorating, or treating neuropathic pain in a subject in 
need of such treatment which method comprises administering to said subject an 
effective amount of a compound according to claim 1 . 



